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           Fairtrade Towns and Local Authorities

          Working in partnership for a fairer future.

“Sustainable procurement – in short using procurement to support wider social, economic and environmental objectives, in ways that offer real long-term benefits, is how the public sector should be spending taxpayers’ money. Anything less means that today’s taxpayer and the future citizen are both being short-changed.”

Sir Neville Simms

Foreword to governmental report, ‘Procuring for the Future’

 “Becoming a Fairtrade Town was something so positive. It united us all at the council – councilors from all three parties, officers and the rest of the workforce. And that sense of unity goes beyond the council to people of all ethnic and religious backgrounds in Camden. It’s a badge we wear with pride.”

Nusrat Yousuf, Sustainability Coordinator,

 London Borough of Camden
Welcome to the Fairtrade Town Initiative:

The Fairtrade Town Initiative offers Local Authorities the opportunity to work with and support local residents, educational establishments, faith communities and other community organisations towards achieving Fairtrade Town status for their area. As key purchasers and decision makers, the support of the Local Authority is essential in order for an area to become a Fairtrade Town and is required to meet the first of the five goals.

Why become a Fairtrade Town?

Becoming a Fairtrade Town brings together all sectors of a community towards a common goal. Businesses, schools, faith groups and residents come together to work for recognition for their area and a better deal for producers overseas. Gaining Fairtrade status creates civic pride and working towards it forms positive, active networks across the community. Anyone can be involved in working towards Fairtrade status and everyone can celebrate and feel proud of achieving Fairtrade status. Fairtrade doesn’t only create connections between our community and communities overseas, it creates links and networks within our own community and encourages action towards positive change.  

What do we need to do?

Five Goals must be met in order for a town, village, county, island, borough, city or zone to be awarded Fairtrade status. The goals are designed to ensure that products with the FAIRTRADE Mark are widely available, bought and used locally and that public support for and understanding of Fairtrade increases. Goal 1 states:  “Local council passes a resolution supporting Fairtrade. The resolution should include a commitment to serve Fairtrade coffee and tea at its meetings and in its offices and canteens whenever hot drinks are served”

Using Fairtrade products is a good start but there is much more local authorities can do. The council should use its’ position, influence and imagination and identify ways in which it can ensure that Fairtrade goes from strength to strength in their area. 
What is Fairtrade?

The internationally agreed definition of Fairtrade is a “trading partnership based on dialogue, transparency and respect, which seeks a greater equity in international trade. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing the rights of, disadvantaged producers and workers in developing countries.” The Fairtrade Foundation licenses companies to use the FAIRTRADE Mark on specific products that meet international Fairtrade standards. The Fairtrade standards are set by an independent, international certification body called the Fairtrade Labelling Organisation (FLO). The FAIRTRADE Mark is the only independent consumer label that guarantees farmers and producers get a better deal. In the UK there are nearly 3000 products carrying the FAIRTRADE Mark and market sales are growing at over 40% a year. According to the 2007 TNS Omnibus Study one in two British adults now recognises the FAIRTRADE Mark.

Fairtrade and the Public Sector

The public sector in England spends more than £1.8bn a year on food and catering services according to Defra. By choosing Fairtrade options when possible the public sector can make a significant difference to the lives of producers and their families overseas through their procurement policies alone. Over 300 local authorities have already passed a resolution supporting Fairtrade and committed to using products with the FAIRTRADE Mark. By doing so they have played a part in a wider community effort to achieve Fairtrade Status and ensured that their purchase power leads to real benefits for producers overseas. 
So why should our council support Fairtrade? 
“Developing the Fairtrade Campaign in Sunderland has provided the opportunity to further develop our community network.  Starting with existing contacts we quickly found that we had created an entirely new network involving schools, faith groups, businesses, academia and the wider public sector, talking to people who had never been involved in such community activity before.” 
Peter Chapman, Assistant Chief Executive

Sunderland City council 
· Every Local Authority in the UK has a commitment to promote sustainable development in their area. Supporting Fairtrade is a real commitment to more sustainable developmental patterns and will enable more producers to work towards a future that is socially and environmentally sustainable.  The 'Best Value and Sustainability Checklist', devised by SOLACE to test the sustainability of local councils, includes the use of Fairtrade products by the council as one of the points under 'Sending the Right Signals'.

· Becoming a part of a local Fairtrade Town campaign (and meeting the requirements of Goal 1) demonstrates effective citizenship and real leadership. Backing local support for Fairtrade and joining the community as a partner towards a common goal sends a clear signal that the council is in touch with the community and shares their priorities.

· Working with the community towards Fairtrade status will open new channels of communication and often creates a best practice example of real community engagement, namely working in partnership towards a common objective. 

· Many Fairtrade Town groups have linked the aim of a better deal for farmers in developing countries with a better deal for local farmers. Fairtrade encourages people to think about where their food comes from and how they would like producers to be treated. This awareness can bring about benefits for local producers too. 
· Feedback from many organisations that have chosen Fairtrade repeatedly shows that a switch to Fairtrade is popular with staff, visitors and other stakeholders. DfID reported that the main benefit to individuals of switching to Fairtrade was the “feel good factor.” Fairtrade products taste great and more and more people understand that by choosing Fairtrade we can make a difference to communities overseas.
Can a Local Authority legally specify Fairtrade when tendering contracts?

Yes! Nottingham County Council was the first Local Authority in the UK to pass a Fairtrade resolution in October 1993 committing them to using Fairtrade tea and coffee. Since then hundreds of Town, Borough, City and County Councils have all passed a similar resolution. It has been proven time and again that specifying Fairtrade is within the powers of local authorities and complies with EU procurement directives and governmental procurement policy. The links below give more detail.

Will going Fairtrade cost the Council more? 
No! Southwark Council recently reported that studies suggest they could actually save £6,200 a year by introducing Fairtrade tea and coffee machines in the Town Hall and Rutland County Council also reported a saving after switching their coffee over to Fairtrade. Many other councils have switched to Fairtrade without incurring any cost Fairtrade is often believed to be more expensive than conventional products but this is often not the case especially when making a bulk order. 
For more information please see:

“Buying into Fairtrade – Procurement in the private and public sector”

www.fairtradeatwork.org.uk
“Buy Fair - A Guide to the public purchasing of Fair Trade products

http://www.buyfair.org/ 
For further assistance on making the switch to Fairtrade contact the Fairtrade Foundation at:

mail@fairtrade.org.uk 020 7405 5942
For more information about what is happening locally, contact your local Fairtrade Steering Group at:







