
Fairtrade at the 
University of Edinburgh

How to get it?
How to keep it?

Why bother?



The University of Edinburgh 

“Fairtrade University” status

Applicationapproved by EUSA and University Central Management

Statusapproved by Fairtrade FoundationMarch (FT14) 2004

Progress reported annually to Fairtrade Foundation

Sustainable procurement policy – refers to ‘fair trade’ policy
http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/fairtrade.html

Staff/student group reports to University management via
University Sustainability & Environmental Advisory Group.



How did we do it?

Find out the decision 
workflow

• Students – policy for the 
‘Union’

• Staff – sustainable 
procurement policy

• Catering – challenge 
manager to take lead

COURT
Central Management

SEAG Advisory
EUSA

Policy making
AGM

Procurement

Catering



Do a SWOT

Strengths
EUSA approval
University Court approval
Collaboration with City
Market Influence via TUCO
Partner Relationships

Opportunities
To do the right thing
Promote equality
Assist in achieving 
sustainable trade 
and supporting 
University Sustainability 
Policy

Weaknesses
Resistance to change
Supply Chain uncertainty
Controlling and Enforcing not in culture
Resources for promotion of campaign

Threats
Risk of Inflated Prices
Apathy
Resistance
Supplier non-compliance



First year

� First Fairtrade University in Scotland
� Conversion of coffee
� Exploration of options for tea
� Fairtrade ‘as default’in unions
� Establishment of ‘committee’
� ‘Briefing’ for staff and PR/launch

� First Fairtrade City in Scotland - Edinburgh



Plan publicity!

Student President, 
Principal (VC)
Students, Staff and ViPs
hear about Fairtrade 
from first visiting producer!



Now we are one

• Birthday cake

• Oxfam debate
• Fairtrade Fashion

• Joint Fairtrade Fair  - City & University together

• http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/050228fairtrade.html



Fair Trade “Alternatives”

people & planetFairtrade Christmas Fair http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/051201fair.html

posters and political footballs http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/060308fairtrade.html



Look and learn!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsCJbY6qI0U

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjKcDt3LO98

Youth Education: Lord Provost Fairtrade City 
Awards2008 – Ben Miller student / inspiration



Why bother with Fairtrade?

• Julius Ethang’atha
Kenya tea cooperative

• Fairtrade ‘premium’
schools/health centres

• 9000 families



Where next?

• Definitions of ‘fair trade’
• Scotland /Wales – a fair trade country 
• World trade justice – do we have any input
• Ethical purchasing – VfM and efficiency
• ‘public procurement’ – best practice/rules

• Demand and supply – keeping up
• Standards – ISOnnn on ‘fair trade’


