Press release

XXX insert date XXX
XXX insert headline XXX
e.g. XXX University/College to get top marks for playing fair for Fresher’s Week XXX

On XXX, 2008, XXX University/College will hold the ultimate ‘unfair’ football match to highlight the university’s commitment to trade justice and Fairtrade to new students during Fresher’s Week. 
The match will highlight injustices of world trade by setting ‘unfair’ rules, overseen by a biased referee, and players will use a Fairtrade football and wear T-shirts, shorts, socks and shoe laces all made from Fairtrade certified cotton.

Referee and Student Union President, XXX says: “I plan to change the rules at regular intervals to demonstrate how the world trade system is unfairly balanced against Fairtrade. These will include team players having to stand still or do star jumps on the spot for periods of the game, their goalkeeper unable to use his hands during penalties, and being awarded a definitely uneven smattering of yellow cards and free kicks against them.”

Staff and students at XXX University/College have been busy getting a kick out of getting fit the fair way by playing weekly training ‘unfair’ football matches for the last term as part of the university’s ongoing campaign activity and bid for Fairtrade University /College status.
Since applying for Fairtrade University/College status in XXX, the XXX has been championing Fairtrade across the campus and most recently organized XXX to encourage students to take action through campaigns.
Through its coffee bars and delivered catering services, the University/College has made Fairtrade beverages and snacks readily available to staff, students, conference organisers and delegates. It is constantly searching for the best quality products to satisfy customers and regularly incorporates new Fairtrade produce into its catering service. 

Sarah Jewell, Campaigns Officer at the Fairtrade Foundation says: “Congratulations to XXX University/College for their ‘vibrant’ campaign. This is a shining example of how a community can work together to deliver real change to millions of lives in the developing world. Each small campaign or purchasing choice can affect change on a worldwide scale.  
“Fairtrade is a way to empower producers in poor countries so that, instead of being at the mercy of markets and big business, they are able to take control of their own economic future.  The phenomenal year-on-year growth in sales of Fairtrade products has come about thanks to the work of dedicated volunteers and campaigners, especially in Fairtrade Universities/College. This is your doing.”
-Ends-

For more information and photography, contact XXX Tel XXX Mobile XXX email XXX
The XXX University/College Steering Groups meets XXX a month. To find out more about XXX Fairtrade University/College campaign or to join the XXX meetings, contact XXX at XXX.

Notes to editors
· The Fairtrade Universities and Colleges scheme started in 2003 when Oxford Brookes University became the first Fairtrade University. It was quickly joined by the University of Birmingham, and the initiative really took off as People & Planet groups across the country took up the challenge. 

· There are now 86 Fairtrade universities and colleges around the UK, with many more working towards gaining Fairtrade status. In order to become a Fairtrade university or college, students and university staff must make a commitment to supporting Fairtrade. They ensure Fairtrade products are available in as many cafes, restaurants and shops as possible, and they raise awareness of Fairtrade within the university and the benefits it brings to producers in developing countries.
· To become a Fairtrade University or College, the Student Union (or equivalent) and the university or college authorities have to achieve the following five goals. 

1. The Student Union (or equivalent) on the university or college authorities both create a Fairtrade policy incorporating these goals.

2. Fairtrade foods are made available for sale in all campus shops. Fairtrade foods are used in all cafés/restaurants/bars on campus. Where this is not possible, there is a commitment to begin to use Fairtrade foods in these establishments as soon as it becomes possible to do so. 

3. Fairtrade foods (for example, coffee and tea) are served at all meetings hosted by the university or college and the Student Union (or equivalent), and are served in all university or college and Student Union management offices. 

4. There is a commitment to campaign for increased Fairtrade consumption on campus. 

5. A Fairtrade Steering Group is established.

