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Fairtrade Universities & Colleges Conference

Campaigns workshop 
In this workshop participants were split into groups. Firstly groups explored the 5 goals to achieve Fairtrade status, then they discussed their longer term visions for the scheme. Participants were finally asked to write down an action which they planned to take forward for their institution.
Fairtrade goals

	1. The Student Union (or equivalent) and the university or college authorities both create a Fairtrade policy incorporating these five goals.
Q. Why is this important?
· Co-operation between the student union and staff of the university.
· Outside bodies (local newspapers etc.).
· Shared goals.
· Accountability.
· Time scale.
· Measurable to see aims are successful.
· More development.
· How the policy is presented in different styles of giving information. 
· 
	2. Fairtrade foods are made available for sale in all campus shops. Fairtrade foods are used in all cafés/restaurants/bars on campus. Where this is not possible, there is a commitment to begin to use Fairtrade foods in these establishments as soon as it becomes possible to do so.
· Fairtrade cola, wine and water in the SU bar.
· Increase prominence in every shop; customers enthusiastically asking for Fairtrade. 

· Fairtrade clothes shop.
(also see additional input below)

	3. Fairtrade foods (for example, coffee and tea) are served at all meetings hosted by the university or college and the Student Union (or equivalent), and are served in all university or college and Student Union management offices. 

· Simple, switch products

· Huge teabags

· Student support?


	4. There is a commitment to campaign for increased Fairtrade consumption on campus.
· Driven by caterers approaching suppliers. Opportunities: FT market, staff festival, fresher's fayres.
· Driven by departments/ faculties and students.
· Impact on commercial business.
· Buy-in by SU.



	5. A Fairtrade Steering Group is established

· Good representation from staff and students from different areas.
· Student society – less 'scary' and more fun access to Fairtrade for students.
· Ideas for promoting Fairtrade and getting publicity.
· Shared responsibility.


	


Fairtrade Universities & Colleges Conference

Campaigns workshop cont.

Longer-term visions for the Fairtrade Universities and Colleges Scheme:
· Fairtrade University fees (scholarships for students from developing countries).
· Fairtrade cola, wine and water in the SU bar.
· Co-op supermarkets.
· Increase prominence in every shop; customers enthusiastically asking for Fairtrade.
· Fairtrade furniture/ uniforms.
· Degree in Fairtrade studies.
· Fairtrade clothes shop.
· Lab coats etc. made from Fairtrade cotton.
· Fairtrade graduation gowns.
· Fairtrade sports equipment.
· Fairtrade to be standard practice.
· Consortium – education, volume of sales.
· Education about what the Fairtrade mark means.
· Price parity.
· 100% Fairtrade products.
Actions for individuals to take forward at their institutions:
· Would like to send a group of students to a co-operative to do video diaries. Mark Warner, Sustainability Manager, Leeds Met University.
· Develop an online universities Fairtrade discussion forum. Mike Borley, University of Glamorgan Union. (mborley@glam.ac.uk).
· To investigate further how Fairtrade could be incorporated academically. I.e. Leeds is the only uni which can go from polymer to catwalk. Donella Fernyhough, Catering Services Retail Manager, University of Leeds.
· Facilitate use of cotton products across campus – corporate clothing – communicate to other colleagues in the sector. Set/ agree two research projects with business students and environmental students on the impact of Fairtrade. Encourage the student union to be more active. More collaborative events with the city, e.g. Joint football match. Bev Kenny, University of Leeds. (b.kenny@admin.leeds.ac.uk).
· Events throughout the year to keep awareness up. Tasting events, film showings. Establish student steering group. Wider range of FT products stocked in the shop. Target the catering department. Fairtrade shirts/ hoodies fir exec committee. Fairtrade footballs. Roisin Brennan.
· All students buying Fairtrade clothes. Get us talking and debating. Banana abseil.
· Cotton bags in universities. Amani Ashraf.
· Development of FT newsletter to share good practice and difficulties encountered (and overcome?!?). Les Acklam, University of Lincoln.
· All students should buy Fairtrade. Fashion/ clothing. Debate air miles/ Fairtrade. Abseil Mark Ballard in banana suit. Huge Fairtrade display board. Daniel Abrahams.
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