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News Release

03/03/2009
Ashville Pupils Go Bananas For Fairtrade Fortnight

 (For immediate release with picture)
Pupils at Harrogate’s Ashville College are going bananas this Friday (March 6) as they aim to help smash a world record attempt in support of National Fairtrade Fortnight’s Make It Happen Campaign.
Led by the Fairtrade Steering Group, more than 800 pupils and staff will gather in the school’s dining hall and eat bananas in a bid to break the world record for the number of people concurrently eating fair trade bananas fruit.

Make it happen, Choose Fairtrade, is a nationwide campaign to encourage people to make small changes in their lives as consumers by choosing fair trade products when they shop. There are now over 400 towns in the UK who support fairtrade products and raise awareness of the benefits.

However, the idea of fairtrade is not a new concept for the pupils of Ashville, who have already helped set up and run a fair trade stall at the school. Pupils buying fair trade break time snacks have so far raised over £3,410, with 10 per cent of sales being donated to the MOSES charity which funds schools for orphans in Malawi.
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Teacher Ian Popely, Chair of Ashville’s Steering Group, said: “We are calling on everybody to do their bit and join this ever-growing global movement for fair trade by taking part in fair trade events in Harrogate during Fairtrade Fortnight.”
“The example of what has been achieved at Ashville in such a short time is proof that we can all make a difference”

Ian adds: “I will be thrilled for the college if we help break the world record attempt for banana eating - it’s a really fun way of promoting the benefits of fair-trade to the pupils of Ashville and will hopefully encourage them to always buy fair-trade wherever possible.”
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Picture Caption:  Bunches of Fyffes! Teacher Ian Popely with steering group members (from left) Rosanna Walker, Vicky Couchman, Alex Smith, Karolina Albertova, Amelia Walker, Vittoria Vaccaro and Dr Julie Dekanski   
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