	



	
	




FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT

A DIVINE COMBINATION OF FILM, MUSIC AND FASHION

Newcastle Fairtrade Partnership and fair trade lender Shared Interest are working in conjunction with Tyneside Cinema on Pilgrim Street in Newcastle upon Tyne to combine film, music and fashion for an event that will also play host to Divine Chocolate farmers from Ghana.

Part of the event will take place in the Tyneside Bar, with free entry from 12.30pm on Sunday 1st March.  There will be music from live band Jinski, alongside stalls from ethical online retailer Ethicalsuperstore.com, and some Fairtrade goody bags up for grabs. 

The event includes a discussion from the Divine Chocolate farmers from Ghana’s Kuapa Kokoo cooperative, who will take centre stage for a free discussion to tell firsthand the positive impact Fairtrade has on their lives.  Following this, and priced at just £3.00 per ticket, Tyneside Cinema is offering a special screening of Stephanie Black’s film Life and Debt.  Each person attending the screening and talk will go into a free prize draw with a chance to take home a Divine Chocolate luxury hamper.

Tyneside Cinema’s audience development manager Jonny Tull said: “Fair trade is such a significant part of consumer life and Fairtrade Fortnight shows how it is about so much more than a label on food.  The Tyneside Cinema is really looking forward to hosting an event that will help people learn more about fair trade in such a fun way.”

Shared Interest’s managing director Patricia Alexander said: “For people who are interested in knowing more about fair trade, this is a great chance to get a real insight into the stories behind the products and see how decisions we make in our everyday lives can have a huge impact in the developing world.

“For instance, the chocolate market in the UK alone is worth over £3 billion a year, which gives you an idea of the difference made to cocoa farmers and their families if even just a small part of this is harnessed by the fair trade movement.”

Newcastle Fairtrade Partnership’s Stella Carmichael added: “It is a real bonus to actually have farmers from the Kuapa Kokoo cooperative joining us to explain the value of being able to achieve a fair price for their cocoa as well as their share in profits made from Divine; all made possible with Fairtrade.”

Please visit www.tynesidecinema.co.uk, or contact the Box Office on 0845 217 9909 to purchase tickets for Life and Debt; the remainder of the event is free.

Fairtrade Fortnight takes place from Sunday 22nd February to Sunday 8th March.  For details of other Shared Interest events please call Stina Dodds at Shared Interest on 0191 233 9132; for events organised by Newcastle Fairtrade Partnership contact Stella Carmichael on 0191 2116117. 

Press contact: stina.dodds@shared-interest.com [PR Manager Stina Dodds]

T: 0191 233 9132
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Established in 1990, Shared Interest lends over £30 million from UK investors each year to businesses in developing countries, helping them sell their local produce and handcrafted goods in the fair trade market.  Meanwhile, Shared Interest Foundation, delivers vital training to sustain their growth and survival in an increasingly commercial world.

With its head office in Newcastle upon Tyne in North East England, Shared Interest also has international offices in Costa Rica and Kenya. 

The organisation currently works with 41 countries in the developing world to help them become part of the growing fair trade movement.

By making an investment of anything from £100 to £20,000, UK residents can for example help tea producers in Tanzania make use of abandoned plantations or fund business skills training for coffee makers in Uganda and much, much more.

The mission of Newcastle Fairtrade Partnership is to work with the fair trade network to inspire local schools, businesses and residents to get involved in the fair trade movement by:

· Providing guidance and support in empowering people to make small and sustainable changes in their daily lives to achieve maximum impact overseas

· Tapping into the skills and talents of people from the region to work together in communicating the fair trade message both locally and globally

· Acting as ambassadors and pioneers, the Partnership will work proactively and innovatively to maintain and increase the momentum of the fast growing fair trade movement 

· Being recognised as a trusted source of information and expert on matters associated with fair trade 

Tyneside Cinema is the leading regional exhibitor of specialist film and new media.  It screens the best in film from all around the world, including Independent and World cinema, complemented by retrospectives, educational and special events.  Recently returned to its magnificently refurbished and restored 1937-built home in the heart of Newcastle, the Tyneside runs regular screenwriting workshops and delivers a range of events to support its programme of screenings, from short courses in digital video production to specialist seminars on film analysis to guest speaker introductions and film and new media festivals.
