Press Release: March 2009

[image: image1.wmf]
Bishopston Trading Company

 Bishopston Trading is ‘the most ethical clothing business in the UK’

Retailer Bishopston Trading has been ranked as the most ethical clothing company in the UK.

The company has been given an ‘Ethiscore’ of 16.5,  the joint highest ranking in the authoritative Clothing Report compiled by Ethical Consumer magazine.

This means that anyone buying clothes, gifts or household items from Bishopston can be confident that the item has been ethically produced along the supply chain and taking into account stakeholder engagement, auditing and reporting and environmental issues.

Carolyn Whitwell, director of Bishopston Trading, says: “We are delighted to have our work recognised in this way. We are committed to ethical trading and have shown that this can go hand in hand with offering shoppers great clothes and household accessories at affordable prices.”

The accolade for Bishopston comes at a time when an increasing number of customers are questioning the origin and human cost of their clothes. 

Two reports in recent years from the Environmental Justice Foundation, for example, revealed the extent of gruelling labour and the use of children involved in cotton production.

Bishopston Trading has a long association with its producer partner, having worked for more than 20 years with weavers and tailors in the village of K. V. Kuppam in Tamil Nadu, southern India, where it provides employment for many people.

Fabrics used by Bishopston Trading start as a non-GM seed grown organically in the Kutch area of Gujerat in North India. The spun cotton is transported by lorry to K.V. Kuppam where it is dyed (using non Azo dyes) and then handwoven, or woven on small powerlooms into fabrics such as calico and denim.  

Bishopston has four retail shops in the west of England, plus stockists across the country, in addition to its online presence (www.bishopstontrading.co.uk) and catalogue. 

Reader contact: Bishopston Trading Company: Tel: 0117 924 5598

Fax: 0117 373 0254

Email: mail@bishopston trading.co.uk

Website: www.bishopstontrading.co.uk
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Notes to editors: For more information and high res photographs of Bishopston garments contact Helen Riley, Headline Media, on 0208 348 3103 / 07931 300 425 or email helenriley@headlinemedia.co.uk

Background Notes: 

Details of the report by Ethical Consumer on clothes shops is available in its March 2009 issue or on the magazine’s website.

Profits from Bishopston Trading are used to benefit the people of K. V. Kuppam through the company’s registered charity, the South India Rural Development Trust. This trust has funded an architect-designed factory in the village offering excellent working conditions for the staff.

There is a long tradition of hand-weaving in the village of K. V. Kuppam. 

The Bishopston Trading Company provides employment for tailors, cutters, craft workers and weavers. Many of the tailors and hand-finishers are women who can take advantage of the on-site creche at the factory. 

The Bishopston Trading Company is a member of IFAT (The International Fair Trade Association) and BAFTS (British Association for Fair Trade Shops) and licensees of the Fairtrade Foundation.

