Fair is…making hundreds more lives better in 2009 and beyond

World’s largest Fairtrade wine Fairhills commits to even more projects this year

Fairhills, the world’s biggest and most progressive Fairtrade wine brand is using Fairtrade Fortnight 2009 as a way to tell the world about the extent of its commitments to Fairtrade projects over the coming month.  And as part of its message, Fairhills is urging its customers to think about ‘what’s in a glass’.

This year Fairhills is investing over £220,000 in Fairtrade projects across South Africa, Argentina and Chile.  In one glass of Fairhills wine, drinkers can not only enjoy quality, fruity reds and whites – but can also be assured that 5p from every glass goes towards helping people in community Fairtrade projects in South Africa, Argentina - and now Chile, which has just this month been awarded Fairtrade accreditation.

In South Africa, Fairhills runs hugely successful projects for the wine producers and their families across the Western Cape.  From daycare centres to literacy courses, the quality of the 1,200 beneficiaries’ lives has increased dramatically over the three years that Fairhills has been in existence.  This is largely due to the £400,000 that Fairhills has invested in projects in both places, which has helped to pay for an array of services and facilities – from playgrounds and qualified care for little ones to new housing, electricity and clean water. 

In Argentina, thanks to this injection of cash from Fairhills, the Fairtrade project has inherited several hectares of new land.  And the beneficiaries (the workers on the wine farms and their families) will be able to create new sports facilities for the community to use which are safe and add positive values to their lives - especially to their older children.   The workers and their families are being taught to read and write – and some of them are even learning English.  Various other projects are well underway, including a programme to provide clean water, and shoes for children.  

The latest and most successful community work to date was completed in November 2008 in South Africa:  Songstar was the name of a singing competition that had everyone gripped with X Factor style fever – and encouraged a whole generation of perhaps shy or nervous employees and their children to step forward and realise their true potential.  The winner, Michaela Saaynan, says of the win, “this is a confidence builder to prepare myself for the challenges ahead in life”.

And Daniel Acosta, a wine producer from the Mendoza region, says that thanks to Fairhills, his children have new school shoes on their feet in order to attend school with more confidence.  He goes on to say that “he and his family are excited about the future.”

So what’s in store for 2009?  

A number of new projects are planned for the coming year. 
South Africa

· Further housing improvements

· Waste recycling programme

· Computer literacy courses

· Repeat of Songstar initiative

Argentina

· Implementation of health monitoring programme

· Water filtration system for whole community

More about Fairhills Wine

At Fairhills, the international team of winemakers strive to make the best quality Fairtrade wine in the world. They carefully select and blend styles of wine made from high quality grapes that bask in glorious temperatures – both in the Western Cape and in the Mendoza valley.  Fairhills offers a range of fruit-packed, Fairtrade wines that are available from supermarkets and off licences. 
What does Fairhills mean to the average wine drinker? 

Every bottle of Fairhills bought helps to change lives in farming communities.  Roughly £0.05 from the sale of each bottle goes directly into projects.  In South Africa, the FLO-cert statement reads that “This project is a model example of what Fairtrade can achieve.”
We asked some of the beneficiaries what Fair means to them. Here’s what they said:

1. …Being able to play a part in building a brighter future for my children.

2. …Feeling I have a sense of purpose and motivation in my life.

3. …Creating a better, fuller life for my children.

4. …My family having access to healthcare when we need it.

5. …Being able to read and write for the first time in my life.

6. …Getting the right sort of counseling help when I most need it.

7. …Being a shareholder in my own company.

8. …Developing my own set of business skills so that I can run a business.

9. …Having a kick about with my friends and children on a football pitch that is decent and safe.

For more information about Fairhills wines, the Fairtrade projects, to request interviews or images, or stockist and price information, please contact either myself, Dani Pereira or Hannah Norris at Sauce Communications on 020 8600 3600 or email firstname@saucecommunications.com
