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Make a difference this Fairtrade Fortnight with Starbucks 

Help coffee farming communities through your coffee choice
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM: 23rd February, 2009.  Starbucks Coffee Company UK (NASDAQ: SBUX) is inviting customers to help make a positive difference to coffee growing communities, and to celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight (23rd February - 8th March), by enjoying its Fairtrade Certified Café Estima Blend™ Freshly Brewed Coffee. 

To celebrate the partnership between Starbucks and the Fairtrade Foundation to make a bigger difference for coffee farmers, registered Starbucks Card holders and The Guardian readers are being offered complimentary Fairtrade Certified Café Estima Blend™ Freshly Brewed Coffee after 2.00 pm daily throughout Fairtrade Fortnight*.
In November 2008, Starbucks announced that 100% of the espresso coffee sold – both wholebean and espresso-based beverages – in Starbucks stores in the UK and Ireland will become both Starbucks™ Shared Planet™ and Fairtrade Certified by the end of 2009.  Starbucks espresso-based coffees, including its Cappuccino and Caffe Latte, represent the vast majority of Starbucks beverages. 

Starbucks will also double its global purchases of Fairtrade Certified Coffee to 40 million pounds (volume) in 2009 making it the largest buyer of Fairtrade Certified Coffee in the world.  This industry-leading support for small-scale coffee farmers forms part of Starbucks larger, integrated approach to sustainable coffee sourcing under Starbucks™ Shared Planet™; a commitment to doing business responsibly.

Darcy Willson-Rymer, Starbucks UK & Ireland managing director, said, “Fairtrade Fortnight is a key time for Starbucks to highlight the importance of the Fairtrade movement through our coffeehouses.  Starbucks customers should feel assured that they are helping to support the coffee growing community by enjoying Café Estima Blend™ during this period and all year round.  
“We know that our global partnership with Fairtrade makes a significant and measurable difference to the livelihoods of coffee farmers and we believe that working with Fairtrade both in the UK and globally demonstrates our real commitment to creating change in this area.”
Harriet Lamb, executive director of the Fairtrade Foundation UK, said, “Times are tough for everyone at the moment, but they’re toughest for the poorest. Farmers around the world need Fairtrade now more than ever, and so we’re delighted that consumers, community groups and businesses alike are rallying together this Fairtrade Fortnight to make it happen. We hope lots of people will take up Starbucks’ offer to try Café Estima Blend™, find out the difference it makes to the lives of small coffee farmers and their communities, and be inspired to keep supporting Fairtrade throughout the year.”

Starbucks has always been committed to doing business the right way: it does not buy coffee on the commodity market because Starbucks works with farmers and suppliers directly to ensure its coffee is ethically traded and responsibly grown.  In fact, it works directly with 185,000 farmers in 18 countries to ensure they receive an equitable price for their coffee, enabling them to strengthen their farms for the future.  Starbucks is proud of its role to raise standards in the coffee industry, and looks forward to expanding its work with Fairtrade farmers to enhance coffee quality and the lives of their families and communities.  

Ends

* Starbucks offer

Registered Starbucks Card holders will receive a ‘Freshly Brewed Coffee Card’ entitling them to enjoy a complimentary Tall cup of Fairtrade Certified Café Estima Blend™ Freshly Brewed Coffee, after 2.00 pm each day, from 20 February to 21 April 2009.  Additionally, to celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight, there will be daily advertisements within the The Guardian and The Observer newspapers offering readers the opportunity to enjoy a complimentary Tall cup of Fairtrade Certified Café Estima Blend™ Freshly Brewed Coffee, after 2.00 pm each day, from 20 February to 5 March 2009 (the newspaper offers are valid for the publication date only).

About Starbucks™ Shared Planet™ and Coffee and Farmer Equity (C.A.F.E.) Practices

Starbucks™ Shared Planet™ is Starbucks commitment to doing business responsibly.  Coffee and Farmer Equity Practices—or C.A.F.E. Practices—are Starbucks ethical coffee sourcing guidelines under Starbucks Shared Planet.  C.A.F.E. Practices is a comprehensive, industry-leading program that addresses the environmental, social and economic transparency issues that are critical to the financial stability and long-term health of coffee farms and farmers.  Launched in 2004, the program was developed in collaboration with Conservation International.  The more than 200 C.A.F.E. Practices indicators are evaluated by third-party verifiers under oversight by Scientific Certification Systems (SCS). Approximately 185,000 farmers currently participate in C.A.F.E. Practices. To learn more about Starbucks™ Shared Planet™, visit www.starbucks.com/sharedplanet
About Starbucks

Since 1971, Starbucks Coffee Company has been committed to ethically sourcing and roasting the highest quality arabica coffee in the world. Today, with stores around the globe, the company is the premier roaster and retailer of specialty coffee in the world. Through our unwavering commitment to excellence and our guiding principles, we bring the unique Starbucks Experience to life for every customer through every cup. To share in the experience, please visit us in our stores or online at www.starbucks.co.uk
About the FAIRTRADE Mark and Fairtrade Foundation

The FAIRTRADE Mark is a certification mark and a registered trademark of Fairtrade Labelling Organizations International (FLO) of which the Fairtrade Foundation is the UK member. The Fairtrade Foundation is an independent certification body which licenses the use of the FAIRTRADE Mark on products which meet international Fairtrade standards. This independent consumer label appears on products as a guarantee that disadvantaged producers are getting a better deal. Today, more than 7 million people - farmers, workers and their families - across 59 developing countries benefit from the international Fairtrade system. By doubling its purchases of Fairtrade Certified coffee globally, Starbucks will help directly improve the lives of more than 100,000 farming families in developing countries across Latin America, Asia-Pacific and Africa and support programs and projects like educational scholarships, medical clinics, basic infrastructure enhancements and quality improvement initiatives. For more information on Fairtrade in the UK visit www.fairtrade.org.uk
About Fairtrade Fortnight
Fairtrade Fortnight is the annual flagship promotion organised by the Fairtrade Foundation, aimed at raising awareness about Fairtrade and promoting products carrying the FAIRTRADE Mark. The theme of Fairtrade Fortnight in 2009 is Make it Happen, Choose Fairtrade. An estimated 10,000 local events are expected during the Fortnight, including in-store promotions, debates, fashion shows, tasting events, film shows and children’s activities.  For more details, contact the Fairtrade Foundation press office or visit www.fairtrade.org.uk/fortnight
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