PALESTINIAN OLIVE OIL
LAUNCH SPEECH BY MIKE FOSTER MP, MINISTER OF STATE FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The message from the London Business Forum last December and the message we are sending out today is very clear. You can do business in Palestine.

Zaytoun and Equal Exchange; the Fairtrade Foundation; and the Co-op are showing how successful business models can help Palestinian farmers like Mahmoud Issa to access new UK markets and earn a decent income.

A strong, sustainable economy is a vital component of a viable future Palestinian state. And olive oil is at the heart of the Palestinian economy. It contributes around a sixth of total agricultural output, and some 100,000 Palestinian families depend on the olive harvest.

But Palestinian farmers continue to face severe barriers in carrying out their normal day-to-day agricultural activities, caused through restrictions on movement and water shortages.

Fairtrade certified Palestinian olive oil will make it possible for over 1400 olive oil farmers in Palestine to export their goods successfully and earn a fair price for them.

And by putting these products on the shelf, we are enabling British shoppers to make a real difference through their consumer decisions.

18 million UK families regularly buy ethical products, and sales grew by over 40% last year – despite the economic downturn. Fairtrade certification means that British shoppers can buy goods safe in the knowledge that the farmers who produce them are getting a fair price.

So, on the first day of Fairtrade Fortnight, I am very pleased to be here at the launch of the first ever Fairtrade certified Palestinian Olive Oil, and I hope it is the first of many Palestinian products appearing on our shelves in the future.

