Dear (insert name of candidate – you can find your MEP candidate details here)
[Insert details of your Fairtrade Town or other campaign, if appropriate, here]

Fair trade is a trading partnership that provides sustainable development for poor producers and workers. The concept has been developed as response to current trade rules, which have not delivered for the overwhelming majority of small and vulnerable producers and poor workers in developing countries. 
Fair trade offers development through trade that is sustainable and market driven, but which works in partnership with producers, preserving the dignity of their labour and helping to raise their standing as international traders. From modest beginnings sixty years ago, fair trade has developed into a worldwide movement, providing decent living and working conditions for over one million small-scale and marginalised producers and poor workers in developing countries.
Fair trade producers and importers, specialised retailers (world shops), support organisations and labelling organisations, such as the Fairtrade Foundation in the UK, are organised into global and regional fair trade associations. In recent years, fair trade sales have experienced annual growth rates of 30% to 40%, reaching €2 billion in 2007. Alternative Trading Organisations (ATOs) have pioneered responsible business practices and encouraged consumers to take the social, economic and environmental conditions of their purchasing into account. The success of fair trade proves that a truly fair and responsible trade and business model is possible.

In the UK, the growth of the FAIRTRADE Mark in recent years has been phenomenal, and sales of products carrying the Mark now stand at over £700 million. The UK is also home to a large number of ATOs such as Divine, Cafédirect and Equal Exchange, which are leading the way in demonstrating successful business models with producers at the heart.
At the European Parliament, fair trade has been well supported in recent years with a resolution on fair trade and development in July 2006 (A6-0207/2006). This resolution was encouraging, recognising the importance and effectiveness of fair trade, both in developing countries and in the EU itself. In light of the growing public support in the UK and at the European Parliament, we would like to ask if you would be willing to sign the attached pledge, committing to support fair trade once you are elected as a member of the European Parliament. 

Should you decide to commit to the pledge, your name will appear here: www.fairtrade-advocacy.org/pledge, unless you advise otherwise. You are also welcome to send a photo and a personal statement concerning Fair Trade so that we can upload it on the webpage. I would also encourage you to link your own campaign webpage to the ‘Pledge for Fair Trade’ website. 
I hope to be able to count on your support!

Yours sincerely
[insert name and name of group, if applicable]
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