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Wales’s Favourite Fair Trade cuppa announced

A new Fair Trade hero emerged this Fairtrade Fortnight. Milgi Lounge in Cardiff has come out top in an online poll for Wales’s favourite Fair Trade cuppa.

The ‘Favourite Fairtrade Cuppa’ online poll was run by the Wales Co-operative Centre to find out where people go for their favourite ethical brew.

Twenty businesses were nominated including cafés, pubs and bars. All were independent local businesses. Tea was the most popular drink ordered.

Elizabeth Hudson, Fair Trade Marketing Officer at the Wales Co-operative Centre, says: “Cafés selling Fair Trade drinks have a loyal following of fans. The poll was a great opportunity to find the nation's favourite.”

Milgi Manager Gaby Kelly says, “We try to offer our customers a top quality ethical choice. Our business is about offering Fair Trade and local products and being part of the community, so we are thrilled to receive this award.

“All of our hot drinks are Fairtrade, even the chocolate sprinkles. We wouldn’t even think of offering anything less.”

The Embassy Café, also in Cardiff, and Red Café in Mumbles (Swansea) were runners up.

Despite hard times, café culture remains an affordable treat. This week Fair Trade coffee supplier in South Wales, Café Fair Trade, launch a new own brand espresso blend. 

Managing Director Alan Price says: “Coffee remains one of life’s little luxuries. We’ve seen a 30% increase in sales on last year.”

Wednesday’s announcement by Cadbury’s that they will convert their iconic Dairy Milk bars to Fairtrade certified chocolate this year, is further evidence that consumers are sticking to their ethics despite the credit crunch.

To see the list of catering businesses nominated for the vote visit  www.walescoop.com/favourite-fair-trade-cuppa  
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Notes to Editors

· The Wales Co-operative Centre is the UK’s largest Co-operative Development agency. The Centre helps people find co-operative solutions to overcome financial exclusion and achieve their full potential. More details at www.walescoop.com 

The Fair Trade for Business project is funded through the Welsh Assembly Government’s Wales for Africa Framework. 
· Most popular café is Milgi Lounge at City Road, Cardiff and is managed by sisters Gaby and Becky Kelly, 029 20 473 150. Fairtrade sugar, bananas and chocolate are also used in the cakes.

Second place was the Embassy Café in Cardiff, Manager Geraint 029 20373 144. Fairtrade sugar and chocolate is also used in cakes here.

Third place was Red Café in Mumbles, Swansea 01792 362122, contact Chris Matthews. Fairtrade crafts are also sold.

· Other ways businesses can support Fair Trade include:

Using more products, such as spices in a kitchen or branded team t-shirts.

Adopting a policy 

Putting a feature in the newsletter or website during Fairtrade Fortnight.

Asking for Fairtrade refreshments for meetings

Catering businesses can combine Fairtrade and local.

· Fairtrade Fortnight runs from 23rd February to 8th March 2009 and is organised by the Fairtrade Foundation www.fairtrade.org.uk
A record braking attempt at banana eating takes place 6-7 March.

Retail sales of Fairtrade certified products in the UK for 2008 are up to £700m (a 43% increase on the previous year).

· Earlier this year Wales became the world’s first Fair Trade nation following a two year campaign by the Wales Fair Trade Forum, backed by the Welsh Assembly Government.

www.fairtradewales.com
For more information contact kate@fairtradewales.com or 07882 680113

· Purchasing certified Fairtrade products helps pay producers a sustainable income and the social premium helps them improve their community.

· For more information on the Cadbury’s announcement visit http://www.cadbury.com/media/press/Pages/cdmfairtrade.aspx
