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INNOVATION Application Form


Deadline for application forms to be submitted: Sunday 6th June 2010

Please read the terms of entry and guidance notes below carefully.

· The collection should consist of womenswear or women’s accessories and not consist of menswear or bridalwear.
· No samples should be submitted at this stage of the application.
· The business diversity monitoring form must be completed. Information will be kept strictly confidential and will not affect your entry.
· Applicants who would like to be considered for The Fairtrade Cotton Award – Sponsored by Tesco must fill in the extra questions in Part 2 of the form. Applicants who fill in Part 2 will be considered for both the INNOVATION Award and The Fairtrade Cotton Award.

GUIDANCE NOTES
· Once you have completed your application, this will be reviewed and you will be notified after the closing date by email whether your application has been accepted for shortlisting.
· Please send up to 6 images (smaller than 300kb, jpegs and pdf’s only) with this application.
· Please send completed applications to: app.innovation@ethicalfashionforum.com or post to: INNOVATION c/o: Josie Nicholson, Ethical Fashion Forum, Rich Mix, Unit CO2, 35-47 Bethnal Green Road, London E1 6LA.
· Guidance notes for submitting samples will be included in your shortlist application confirmation email. Please do not submit samples unless you are requested to.

Please Note:

· If you are asked to submit samples, you will need to submit 6 pieces from your most recent collection in mid-June 2010. Date to be confirmed.
· If you are successful you will need to be available for either Pure 1st – 3rd August 2010 or Estethica 17th – 22nd September 2010 depending on which show the judges have selected your label for.
· The judges decision for which show to put your brand forward for is final.

Tick List:
Please check before you send:
	Filled in all applicable sections of the form
	

	Filled in business diversity form
	

	Attached up to 6 images
	

	Signed form
	



 (
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Application Form PART 1:


Brand Name: 

	




Contact Details:
Please supply details for 1 contact:
	First Name
	


	Surname
	


	Address
	




	Post Code / Zip Code
	


	Country
	


	Email
	


	Telephone 
	




If currently a student – college or university attending and expected graduation date:

	





Length of time brand has been in business:

	












Price Range WHOLESALE in £ pound Stirling:
Please provide wholesale prices for your least and most expensive items with a short product description
	




	






Details of current stockists:

	











Mission Statement
Please state an indication of the research, development and inspiration that has led to your collection/brand.
50 words max:
	














Describe why you consider your brand ethical and/or sustainable:
50 words max:
	












Describe why you consider your brand Innovative:
50 words max:
	












Which materials does your brand use to make the products you wish to exhibit?
Please specify materials:
	










Does your brand possess any certification such as fair trade and/or organic?
Please specify if applicable:
	










Are processes in place with manufacturers for you to be able to produce orders for S/S 2011?
Please specify: 25 words max
	









Future Plans – What’s your vision, where do you see your brand in 5 years:
100 words max:
	
















Application Form PART 2:


GUIDANCE NOTES APPLICATION PART 2

· If you would like to be considered for the Fairtrade Cotton Award sponsored by Tesco please also complete Part 2 of this form below.
· Applicants who fill in Part 2 will be considered for both the INNOVATION Award and The Fairtrade Cotton Award.
· For inspiration on design handwriting please refer to the F&F Trend and F&F Couture collections which can be viewed on Tesco’s website www.clothingattesco.com.
· Formal details of the partnership with Tesco will be made available to the winning entrant prior to the winner being formally announced in the media.

The Fairtrade Cotton Innovation award- sponsored by Tesco

To mark the 5th anniversary of Fairtrade certified cotton in the UK, the Fairtrade Foundation are partnering with the Ethical Fashion Forum’s INNOVATION competition to celebrate the work of fashion designers and businesses dedicated to making positive change in the industry.  

The Fairtrade Cotton Award- sponsored by Tesco- will provide the winner with an opportunity to showcase innovative Fairtrade cotton product through one of the UK’s newest online fashion retailers. 

Why Fairtrade?

An estimated 100 million rural households are involved in the production of cotton in 70 countries around the world. Two-thirds of this cotton is produced in developing countries. For most of these cotton farmers it is their only means of income and many are living in poverty – trying to survive on less than $2 a day. 
 
World prices for cotton have been unstable for a long time and farmers have been severely affected by the falling prices. Cotton farmers in the United States, the EU and China are highly subsidized leading to overproduction. When their huge volumes of cotton are dumped on world markets, prices are driven down and small scale cotton farmers cannot compete.  

Fairtrade provides a lifeline to farmers ensuring that they are paid a guaranteed minimum price for their cotton crop, which has been calculated to cover the sustainable costs of production. They also receive additional money –the Fairtrade premium- to invest in community projects such as education, health, and safe drinking water.  Fairtrade is an effective development tool: it gives small-scale farmers access to global markets as well as helping them to work their way out of poverty. 

There’s no difference in quality between Fairtrade cotton and normal cotton. The real difference is that the person who has grown the cotton at the very bottom of the textile supply chain has been paid a fair price for his crop.  It is not the finished fabric or item of clothing but the cotton itself which is Fairtrade certified.  Any garment made from cotton could be made from Fairtrade certified cotton.


The Fairtrade Cotton Award

The Fairtrade Cotton Award will recognize designers/brands which are either already working with Fairtrade certified cotton or are looking to use Fairtrade cotton in their collections going forward.  Applicants should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the principles behind Fairtrade and have a realistic plan in place to incorporate/increase the amount of Fairtrade cotton in their range.

Applicants to The Fairtrade Cotton Award should be working in womenswear with a focus on jersey, soft separates and dresses.  The judges are looking for designers/brands with a strong focus on fashion forward design coupled with commerciality and affordable pricing. 
The winning entrant will be invited to work with the F&F brand at Tesco, to develop their range from design conception through to production. A selection of the winning range will be sold online at ClothingatTesco.com. The winning range will be marketed/labeled as "the winning entrants name" for F&F. 


If you would like to be considered for the Fairtrade Cotton Award please complete the following information:

Why are you interested in working with Fairtrade cotton?  
100 words max:
	
















How much of your range is made from Fairtrade cotton?
25 words max:
	







What opportunities can you see for Fairtrade cotton in your business in the future? 
50 words max:
	












How would you communicate the benefits of Fairtrade cotton to your consumers? 
50 words max:
	











Are you already registered with the Fairtrade Foundation or other FLO Licensing Initiative as a Fairtrade licensee? (yes/no)




Signature: ___________________________ Date _________________________
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