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All about Fairtrade – an introduction for primary school pupils 
 (
Assembly for 7-11 year olds (
30
 minutes)
 
Aim
: to 
explore
 the concepts of fairness, poverty and power, in the context of Fairtrade; to learn about the unique aspects of the Fairtrade system (minimum price and premium); recognise the FAIRTRADE Mark; consider what our group (church/school) can do for Fairtrade. 
Materials/preparation
: 
PowerPoint 
presentation 
Download here
 
Fairtrade products map (Visit 
www.fairtrade.org.uk/eshop
 or call 020 740 7675 to receive a free copy)
Fairtrade stickers (Visit 
www.fairtrade.org.uk/eshop
 or call 020 740 7675 to purchase)
Bible reading
: Matthew 13 v 1-9
)









Assembly presentation
[Show PPT slide 1]
1. Ask everyone to stand up. Tell them you will call out some items and if they’ve had any of them for breakfast this morning, they can sit down:
Tea or coffee 
Fruit: bananas, pineapples, oranges
Sugar 
Chocolate
Honey
If there are any left standing at this point, say they can sit down if they slept in cotton sheets or are wearing a cotton shirt today. They should all sit down at this point. 
Ask them to guess what all the products that you mentioned have in common. Explain that all the products are probably grown in other countries (NB Sugar and honey can be sourced from the UK but often the ones we buy are not). All the products we’ve had today already have been on long journeys on ships or planes before reaching us. Explain that before we’ve even started our day, we’ve relied on people from all around the world. You can ask someone to read out the full quote on the PowerPoint (slide 2.) 
[Show slide 2] For older pupils you can explain that Martin Luther King said, ‘In the morning we drink coffee provided for us by a South American, or tea by a Chinese [person], or cocoa by a west African. Before we leave for our jobs we’re already indebted to more than half the world’. 
 2. Tell everyone you are now going to see if they know where some of their favourite foods come from. Ask who likes mangoes/chocolate/bananas/vanilla flavoured ice cream. You may like to bring an example product or packaging of each to show. Pick one child for each product to guess which part of the world those products are grown. Or you can ask them to find each product on the Fairtrade products map. You can give the child a Fairtrade sticker if they find the right location. 
[Show slide 3] 
3. Do the children think it would be easy or not easy to be a farmer in some of these countries? Why? Ask them to think about the climate and weather (hot sun, rainy), any dangers (animals or insects in the jungle, dangerous tools), the hours of work, what type of work it is (monotonous, heavy bags to life, hard labour with no machines). Would it be different or the same as being a farmer in the UK?
4. Explain that the farmers, despite working very very hard, can remain extremely poor. Often the amount of money they make is not enough to cover what it costs farmers to grow the crop in the first place.  Some farmers may also be cheated when they come to sell their product, and get less money than they should. 
[Show slide 4] 
Ask pupils to raise their hands if they have to take some money for their teacher everyday when they go to school. When no-one responds, ask them if their parents have to pay for them to visit the doctor when they are poorly. Explain that in most poor countries, people have to pay for things that we are lucky to have for free, like going to school or getting medicine when we are ill. The money that farmers make is often not enough to look after their whole family, and life can be very difficult. Some farming communities may also not have enough money to have electricity or a clean water supply. Does this situation sound fair? How does it make them feel? You could write up the words children share on large piece of paper. 
The Bible reading was about a farmer planting some seeds. Jesus told a lot of stories about farming and growing to help explain things to the people that he was talking to. Many of them would have been farmers and so they would be able to identify with the situations Jesus was describing. Although the passage talks about seeds, it’s really about people listening and acting on what Jesus was saying.
[Show slide 5] 
5. You are now going to ask the children to shut their eyes and consider what it would be like to be the child of a farmer in a developing country. Describe to them the weather, where they are living, what they are farming. You can describe their daily chores and activities. Explain that they do attend primary school for now, but their parents will not have enough money to send them to secondary school. How do they think that this would change their lives and what their future would be like. Give them a minute to think. They can then open their eyes and share their thoughts with each other. 
[Show slide 6] 
6. Show the FAIRTRADE Mark on the slide and ask the pupils if they know what it is. Fairtrade helps farmers overseas to get a better price for their crops so that they can have a brighter outlook for the future and can afford medicine and education for their families.  Ask people what they think the logo looks like or symbolises. Help them to see a person waving to them in the Mark. Or is it a person holding a basket of products on their head…?
Ask pupils what products they have seen the Mark on previously and ask them to see how many they spot the next time they go to the shops with their parents. You can find the Mark on all sorts of products like fruit and cereal and jam and ice cream and juice and even flowers and clothes made of cotton. 
 [Show slide 7] 
8. When you buy a Fairtrade product the farmers receive a fair price as well as some extra money which they spend on something that will benefit the whole village or community. They can choose what they spend it on. What do you think farmers spend the extra money of the Fairtrade premium on? 
Lead the discussion around what would be the most valued basics for them – like electricity, clean water, education.  
Farmers spend the premium on lots and lots of different projects, like building a well in the local village so that children don’t have to walk miles to get water every day, they might spend it on a school bus so that pupils can go to secondary school, which would be too far away to walk to every day. Some farmers in India who live in remote hilly areas spent the money on TVs so that they could learn about what is happening around the world and educate their children, some farmers in the Windward Islands (point it out on the map) spent the money on a sports ground for youth in so that they can enjoy time playing, rather than getting involved in other negative activities like crime.  Some farmers might buy equipment to make it easier to farm and get good quality crops so they get more money. 
 [Show slide 8] 
10. Now you know what it means when you see the funny green and blue logo in the shops. Do you think Fairtrade is a good idea? Why? Let pupils share thoughts. 



Prayer
Dear God,
Thank you for food! Thank you for the many different types of food that we enjoy and thank you that we can go to the supermarket and choose all sorts of things to eat. We thank you for the people who have grown the food for us.  We pray that the farmers are paid a fair price for the food that they grow. Help us to do something when we see things going on in the world that aren’t fair. Amen.
Reflection
Think about some of the food that we’ve mentioned today – bananas, oranges, honey, chocolate. Think about which is your favourite. As you think about how tasty those things are, remember the farmers that grow the crops for us. What would you say to that farmer if saw them? Let’s try to find out about the countries our food comes from and do what we can to make sure the farmers are paid fairly.
Action
Ask pupils what their favourite food is that they would like to see as Fairtrade. Write together a letter to the company together as a group, but let children fill in the gap “I would like _____ product to become Fairtrade because ______”. Then collect the letters and send them to the company or companies you have decided. Pupils will look forward to the reply!
The more people that know and support Fairtrade, more the farmers can benefit. So why not ask your headteacher to register to become a Fairtrade school? Find out more from www.fairtrade.org.uk/schools 
Use Fairtrade recipes to make some cakes in school. Give to parents and explain about Fairtrade.
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