PRESS RELEASE

[Insert name of group/individual/organisation]

Under strict embargo: [insert date]

MP/Candidates in [insert group/town] go bananas for Fairtrade!

The [insert group/town] Fairtrade group today challenged election candidates to take concrete actions in support of Fairtrade. Candidates [add names and parties] joined campaigners in dressing up as giant bananas [adapt to describe your stunt] in the town centre as a reminder to passers by that the Fairtrade movement is alive and growing. 

[Insert name] from [insert group] said “We have laid down a challenge to all election candidates to make Fairtrade count and step up their efforts to lift millions of people in the developing world out of poverty. Fairtrade guarantees a fair deal for producers in the developing world.  This is needed now more than ever with the global challenges of food shortages and climate change taking their toll. The good news is that thousands of Fairtrade products are now readily available on the high street, so we all have the power to make a positive difference to people and the planet.” 

[Insert candidates’ names and parties] said “[Insert quotes supporting Fairtrade from different candidates if any of them agree to be quoted in press release]”

Either: As well as a stable price for their products, farmers also receive an additional Fairtrade premium to invest in projects in their local communities – so schools are built, natural water sources are protected and health clinics extended.  

Or: [Insert name] continues, “Fairtrade also calls for fairer trade rules. Two billion people  - a third of humanity – still survive on less than $2 a day. Because current trade rules are stacked in favour of the rich and powerful, billions of people remain trapped in poverty through no fault of their own. To really get to the root of the problem, we need to change the systems and structures of international trade that keep people poor.”  

Ends/

Contact: [insert name, phone and email]

Notes to Editors

1) The FAIRTRADE Mark is a certification mark and a registered trademark of Fairtrade Labelling Organisations International (FLO) of which the Fairtrade Foundation is the UK member.  The Fairtrade Foundation is an independent certification body which licenses the use of the FAIRTRADE Mark on products which meet international Fairtrade standards.  This independent consumer label appears on products as a guarantee that disadvantaged producers are getting a better deal.  Today, more than 7.5 million people – farmers, workers and their families – across 59 developing countries benefit from the international Fairtrade system.

2) Currently there are over 470 Fairtrade Towns across the UK.  Since Fairtrade Fortnight 2008, the network of Fairtrade Towns, Cities, Boroughs, Counties, Islands and Zones has increased by almost 100.  Check www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved_fairtrade_towns.htm
